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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Objections 

1 . Claims 2-6, 9 and 1 0 are objected to under 37 CFR 1 .75(c), as being of 
improper dependent form for failing to further limit the subject matter of a previous 
claim. Applicant Is required to cancel the claim(s), or amend the claim(s) to place 
the claim(s) in proper dependent form, or rewrite the claim(s) in independent form. 
Independent claim 1 is directed towards a method for delivering a weather-related 
advertisement to an individual. Dependent claims 2-6, 9 and 10 are directed 
towards a method of receiving information on a mobile device and how that 
information is displayed. The scope of independent claim 1 does not encompass 
limitations regarding the device on which the sent data is received or how that data 
is displayed on the device. As such, claims 2-6, 9, and 10, do not further limit the 
scope of independent claim 1 . The examiner has examined the independent claims 
as if the applicant intended to claim a method for providing a weather related 
advertisement to an individual using a wireless device comprising a display screen. 

2. Claims 8,13,1 5, 23-27, 29, and 30 are objected to under 37 CFR 1 .75(c), as 
being of improper dependent form for failing to further limit the subject matter of a 
previous claim. Applicant is required to cancel the claim(s), or amend the claim(s) to 
place the claim(s) in proper dependent form, or rewrite the claim(s) in independent 
form. Independent claims 1 and 22, are directed towards selecting an advertisement 
based upon at least one weather condition. However, dependent claims 8, 13, 15, 
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29, 23, and 25 describe selecting the advertisement using other critena such as 
parameters defined by the individual, user preferences, and/or consuming habits. 
Since none of these criteria are directed towards the weather, the claims do not 
provide a more narrow limitation of the weather conditions claimed in the 
independent claims. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

3. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 1 2: 

The specification sliall conclude witli one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

4. Claim 30 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
incomplete for omitting essential elements, such omission amounting to a gap 
between the elements. See MPEP § 2172.01 . The omitted elements are: 
Independent claim 1 is directed towards a method for delivering a weather-related 
advertisement to an individual comprising selecting the advertisement and delivering 
the advertisement. Dependent claim 30 recites determining the efficacy of an 
advertisement. The examiner is unable to determine how the device is able to 
determine such efficacy since there is no element of the independent claim which 
indicates the system is able to receive information in any form. The inability to 
receive data regarding the efficacy of the advertisement, prevents the claimed 
limitation of determining the efficacy of the advertisement from occurring. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

5. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 
that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

6. Claims 1 -1 5 and 22-32 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 02(b) as being 
anticipated by Smith (PGPUB: US 2002/0188506 A1). 



Claims 1-3: Smith discloses a method for delivering a weather-related advertisement 
to an individual, the method comprising: 

a. Selecting the weather-related advertisement according to weather information 
about expected weather conditions, said expected weather conditions being 
related to a geographically confined area and a defined period of time. (Fig. 1; 
Page 2, paragraphs [0024] through [0031]; and Page 5, paragraph [0056] 
through Page 6, paragraph [0067]) 

b. Delivering said weather-related advertisement to the individual. (Fig. 1 ; Page 2, 
paragraphs [0024] through [0031]; and Page 5, paragraph [0056] through Page 
6, paragraph [0067]) 

c. Receiving the weather information through a wireless device comprising a 
display screen, and wherein said advertisement is displayed in conjunction with 
said weather information on said display screen. (Fig. 1; Page 2, paragraphs 
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[0024] through [0031]; and Page 5, paragraph [0056] through Page 6, paragraph 
[0067]) 

Claim 4: Smith discloses the method of claim 2, wherein said advertisement is 
selected according to said wireless device. (Page 3, paragraphs [0033] and [0034] 

Claim 5: Smith discloses the method of claim 4, wherein said advertisement is 
selected according to a physical location of said wireless device. (Fig. 1; Page 2, 
paragraphs [0024] through [0031]; and Page 5, paragraph [0056] through Page 6, 
paragraph [0067]) 

Claim 6: Smith discloses the method of claim 4, wherein said advertisement is 

selected according to the individual subscribing to said wireless device. (Fig. 1; Page 
2, paragraphs [0024] through [0031]; and Page 5, paragraph [0056] through Page 6, 
paragraph [0067]) 

Claim 7: Smith discloses the method of claim 21, wherein said advertisement is 
delivered with said weather information. (Fig. 1; Page 2, paragraphs [0024] through 
[0031]; and Page 5, paragraph [0056] through Page 6, paragraph [0067]) 

Claim 8: Smith discloses the method of claim 1, wherein said advertisement is also 
selected according to a parameter defined by the individual. (Page 3, [0033] through 
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[0038]) 

Claim 9: Smith discloses the method of claim 1, wherein the individual receives the 
weather information through a display, and wherein said advertisement is displayed 
in conjunction with said weather information on said display. (Fig. 1; Page 2, 
paragraphs [0024] through [0031]; and Page 5, paragraph [0056] through Page 6, 
paragraph [0067]) 

Claim 10: Smith discloses the method of claim 9, wherein said display comprises at 
least one of a billboard, a hoarding, a sign and a displayed Web page. (Fig. 1 ; Page 
2, paragraphs [0024] through [0031]; and Page 5, paragraph [0056] through Page 6, 
paragraph [0067]) 

Claim 1 1 : Smith discloses the method of claim 1 , wherein said advertisement is 
delivered according to at least one rule. (Fig. 1; Page 2, paragraphs [0024] through 
[0031]; and Page 5, paragraph [0056] through Page 6, paragraph [0067]) 

Claim 12: Smith discloses the method of claim 11, wherein said advertisement is 
selected according to a plurality of rules by a rule engine. (Fig. 1 ; Page 2, 
paragraphs [0024] through [0031]; and Page 5, paragraph [0056] through Page 6, 
paragraph [0067]) 
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Claim 13: Smith discloses the method of claim 12, wherein said rule engine 
comprises a learning engine for learning at least one aspect of the user 
preference(s) and/or consuming habit(s) according to the weather. (Page 6, 
paragraphs [0068] through [0070]) 

Claim 14: Smith discloses the method of claim 1, wherein said advertisement is built 
according to a scenario determined at least partially according to a prediction of the 
weather. (Fig. 1; Page 2, paragraphs [0024] through [0031]; and Page 5, paragraph 
[0056] through Page 6, paragraph [0067]) 

Claim 15: Smith discloses the method of claim 14, wherein said advertisement 
comprises a storyboard also built and/or selected according to at least one user 
preference. (Page 6, paragraphs [0068] through [0070]) 

Claim 22: Smith discloses A system for providing weather-related advertising to a 
user through an electronic device, comprising: 

a. A weather server for providing at least one weather related parameter. (Page 6, 
paragraphs [0068] through [0070]) 

b. An advertising rule engine for selecting an advertisement at least partially 
according to said at least one weather related parameter. (Page 6, paragraphs 
[0068] through [0070]) 
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c. A server for serving said advertisement to the electronic device. (Page 6, 
paragraphs [0068] through [0070]) 

Claim 23: Smith discloses the system of claim 22, wherein said rule engine further 

comprises a database for storing at least one user characteristic and for selecting 
said advertisement also according to said user characteristic. (Page 6, paragraphs 
[0068] through [0070]) 

Claim 24: Smith discloses the system of claim 23, wherein said rule engine 
comprises an advertising matrix for selecting said advertisement according to a 
plurality of rules. (Fig. 1 ; Page 2, paragraphs [0024] through [0031]; and Page 5, 
paragraph [0056] through Page 6, paragraph [0067]) 

Claim 25: Smith discloses the system of claim 24, wherein said rule engine 
comprises a plurality of target groups and wherein said advertising matrix selects a 
target group for the end user, such that said advertisement is selected according to 
said target group. (Fig. 1 ; Page 2, paragraphs [0024] through [0031]; and Page 5, 
paragraph [0056] through Page 6, paragraph [0067]) 

Claim 26: Smith discloses the system of claim 24, wherein said advertising matrix 
further comprises a story builder for building an advertisement according to a 
plurality of components. (Fig. 1; Page 2, paragraphs [0024] through [0031]; and 
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Page 5, paragraph [0056] through Page 6, paragraph [0067]) 

Claim 27: Smith discloses the system of claim 26, wherein said advertising matrix 
further comprises an animation matrix for providing a plurality of animated 
components, such that said plurality of components for building said advertisement 
comprise animated components. (Page 5, paragraph [0056] through Page 6, 
paragraph [0067] 

Claim 28: Smith discloses the method of claim 1 , wherein said weather information 
is determined according to location-based nowcasting. (Fig. 1 ; Page 2, paragraphs 
[0024] through [0031]; and Page 5, paragraph [0056] through Page 6, paragraph 
[0067]) 

Claim 29: Smith discloses the method of claim 1 , wherein the advertisement is 
delivered to a plurality of individuals having at least one similar characteristic. (Fig. 1 ; 
Page 2, paragraphs [0024] through [0031]; and Page 5, paragraph [0056] through 
Page 6, paragraph [0067]) 

Claim 30: Smith discloses the method of claim 13, further comprising: determining 
efficacy of an advertisement on a consumer activity of the individual by said rule 
engine. (Page 6, paragraphs [0067] through [0072]) 
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Claim 31 : Smith discloses the method of claim 1 , wherein said expected weather 
conditions comprise one or more of a temperature range, effective temperature, 
humidity, a rain pattern, hail, snow, ice, pollen count, dust level, air pollution level or 
UV radiation. (Fig. 1; Page 2, paragraphs [0024] through [0031]; and Page 5, 
paragraph [0056] through Page 6, paragraph [0067]) 

Claim 32: Smith discloses a method for delivering weather-related content to an 
individual, the method comprising: selecting the weather-related content according 
to expected weather conditions, said expected weather conditions being related to a 
geographically confined area and a defined period of time; and delivering said 
weather-related content to the individual. (Fig. 1; Page 2, paragraphs [0024] through 
[0031]; and Page 5, paragraph [0056] through Page 6, paragraph [0067]) 

Conclusion 

7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 

the examiner should be directed to John Van Bramer whose telephone number is 
(571 ) 272-81 98. The examiner can normally be reached on 6am - 4pm Monday 
through Thursday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Eric Stamber can be reached on (571) 272-6724. The fax 
phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned 
is 571-273-8300. 



Application/Control Number: 10/587,002 Page 1 1 

Art Unit: 3622 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR 
only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. 
Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the 
Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like 
assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the 
automated information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571- 
272-1000. 
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/J. V./ 

Examiner, Art Unit 3622 
/Eric W. Stamber/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 3622 



